‘Breathtaking inspirations…’

The lungs form our largest contact organ. Contact with surrounding air and close contact with the blood supply makes it possible for harmful substances to reach lung tissue and literally take your breath away. It is therefore essential to take preventive actions to avoid damage by informing people about hazardous substances and drug site effects.

 
In order prevent damage of lung tissue due to i.e. drug-side-effects it is essential to make the right diagnosis and determine the causable substance. In the future a genetic passport will be a possibility to let (both patient and consultant) knows in advance the body’s ability to break down certain drugs or contributions of drugs. This will be beneficial for heath care in general. However, success will only be guaranteed by a multidisciplinary approach and central management.

If abnormalities have been found, it is important to determine the right treatment. In search for new drugs that can repair the damage the costs race up. Promising drugs that are not yet been officially registered are financed separately and not covered in the reimbursement system for hospitals. A socially unacceptable unfairness occurs, whilst one medical insurer is willing to pay for the drug and another is not. The government will have to change the current situation and must be willing to find an appropriate and acceptable solution to ensure reimbursement.

Summary oration Prof. dr. Marjolein Drent

Oration held when accepting the office of special professor of lung disease, especially ‘interstitial lung diseases’, at the University Maastricht on Friday 12 May 2006.

